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The report said that, while Mexico took some positive steps in 1995, it still faced "endemic
corruption." "No country in the world poses a more immediate narcotics threat to the US than
Mexico...the principal transit route for cocaine entering the US," the report said. However, Gelbard
said that, while "much remains to be done," Mexico had made substantial progress and the
government had shown a strong and sustained commitment to fight drug trafficking. He specifically
cited Mexico's capture and deportation to the US early this year of Juan Garcia Abrego, who was on
the US 10-most-wanted list.
Nevertheless, as it had done with Colombia, the US used the threat of a possible decertification
to keep Mexico guessing until the last moment. Mexican officials were prepared for the worst and
were highly critical of the certification process. On Feb. 23, Jose Angel Gurria, Mexico's foreign
minister, criticized the process saying it confused the enemy. "The enemy are the drug traffickers.
The countries, both those that consume drugs and those that produce them, are victims of the
international drug trafficking organizations." Mexico's Attorney General Antonio Lozano also
criticized certification. "It is not acceptable for the US government to grade Mexican efforts in
fighting drugs," said Lozano.
Regarding Paraguay, the US followed the pattern set last year. The US claims that Paraguay is a
major transshipment point for drugs going from Bolivia and Colombia to Argentina, Brazil, the
US, and Europe. "The US continues to be concerned by the inadequate steps taken to combat
drug trafficking, corruption, and money laundering," the State Department report said. While
chastising the country for its response, the US justified granting a waiver "to promote democracy
in Paraguay," which emerged from a half-century of dictatorship a few years ago. Bolivia, which
was noticeably relieved to win full certification, at the same time tried not to appear to be jumping
through US hoops. "Bolivia has fulfilled its own laws, but we have never accepted conditions that
are not covered by Bolivian jurisprudence," said President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada.
In granting Bolivia certification, Washington said the country fulfilled its 1995 objectives: the
eradication of more the 5,400 hectares of coca fields, and the signing of a new extradition treaty
with the US. The eradication of coca fields is one of the most controversial aspects of Bolivia's
US-imposed anti-drug efforts. The government has set a goal of an additional 5,000 ha. this year,
according to Minister of Government Carlos Sanchez Berzain. Coca growers, labor leaders, and
human rights activists have strongly criticized the government policy and the human rights abuses
that have accompanied forced and often violent eradication efforts, especially in the Chapare region,
where most of the coca is grown. US pressure on Bolivia to respond to its demands has created
significant political problems for Sanchez de Lozada.
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Coca leaf has been grown for hundreds of years and is used medicinally and in religious ceremonies
by Bolivia's large indigenous population. Coca growers say that the government's policies of forced
eradication and crop substitution have been very detrimental to the Chapare. About 32,000 ha.
of "excessive" coca are under cultivation in the Chapare, said Sanchez Berzain. "Excessive" coca
fields refers to that which exceeds the coca grown for traditional medicinal and religious uses. With
certification, Bolivia expects to receive US$40 million in aid.
However, Bolivia has joined with other Latin American countries in insisting that a more equal
share of the fight must be borne by drug-consuming countries, especially the US, and criticized
the decertification of Colombia. Throughout Latin America, there is growing opposition to the US
certification process and to US anti-drug policies. On Feb. 28, Diego Garcia Sayan of the Andean
Commission of Jurists said US certification is "a colonialist mechanism of political pressure without
technical support."
"It is perverse, because the country where drug trafficking is most extensive and where drugs have
the most power has given itself the right to judge other countries and threaten them with sanctions,"
said Garcia Sayan. The commission pointed out that Peru received full certification, although it did
not eradicate any coca fields during the past year and many of its high-ranking military officers and
police have been implicated in drug trafficking. At the same time, Colombia was decertified, despite
large- scale eradication and major arrests of cartel leaders.
The commission also questioned Washington's right to condemn Colombia, while "in the US,
the Miami, Chicago, and Los Angeles cartels have not been touched." The Andean Commission
of Jurists, a nongovernmental organization that focuses on human rights in the region, said new
policies are needed. "Repressive measures have failed because they corrupt and turn those charged
with carrying out the measures into accomplices and the policy makers impose ineffective crop
substitution policies," said Garcia Sayan. "It is necessary to look for a solution by addressing the
poverty of the campesinos." (Sources: PRNewswire, 02/23/96; Inter Press Service, 02/27/96, 02/28/96;
Agence France-Presse, 02/15/96, 02/20/96, 03/01/96; Notimex, 03/02/96; Reuter, 02/20/96, 02/23/96,
02/26/96, 02/28/96, 03/01-04/96)
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